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FOREWORD 

This report provides an overview of domestic (including charter) commercial aviation 

activity in Australia for the month of May 2026. 

The data covers revenue passengers carried by Australian-registered operators of 

scheduled Regular Public Transport (RPT) services over Australian flight stages and 

fixed-wing charter operators. These estimates include passengers carried between 

domestic airports on international flights operated by these carriers. The passengers 

carried refer to traffic on board by stages. 

Estimates of passengers and aircraft movements for charter aviation are included in 

this publication, where BITRE confidentiality standards are met.  

Individual routes shown are restricted to those with an average exceeding 8,000 

passengers per month over the previous six months where two or more airlines operate 

in competition. 

Information on the total network for the month of May 2026 and on the RPT network for 

the month of May 2026 is presented on page 2, with estimates for the year ended May 

2026 presented on page 3. 

Detailed information on individual routes can be found in the RPT summary pages 4-13 

of this publication. For the month of May 2026, there are 62 individual routes published. 

The top ten airports in terms of RPT passenger movements are shown on page 14.  

Data on domestic RPT cargo movements at the top five cargo airports are provided on 

page 15. The table includes cargo carried on passenger flights operated by the Qantas 

group (including Jetstar), Virgin Australia, Airnorth and Skippers as well as the cargo 

carried by dedicated freighter aircraft operated by Qantas Freight and Team Global 

Express (formerly Toll). 

The long-term trends for the top ten competitive RPT routes are presented graphically 

on pages 16-25.  

Domestic RPT passenger movements at regional airports are shown on pages 26-27. 

Tables providing estimates of domestic charter aviation activity are shown on page 28. 

BITRE confidentiality standards restrict publication of detailed estimates for individual 

Australian airports, with the exception of Perth Airport. 

A list of definitions can be found on page 29. 

This report was prepared by the Aviation Statistics Section of the Bureau of 

Infrastructure and Transport Research Economics with data provided by airlines.   
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Estimates are included where data were not available and data presented in this 

publication may contain revisions to previously published data. 

Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of 

component items and totals, and in percentage changes which are derived from figures 

prior to rounding. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

There were 5.16 million passengers carried on Australian domestic commercial aviation 

(including charter operations) in May 2026, compared with 5.20 million in May 2025 

(down 0.9%). This is also an increase of 0.6% on pre-COVID May 2019 passenger 

numbers (5.12 million). 

4.78 million passengers were carried on Regular Public Transport (RPT) flights in May 

2026 (excluding charter operations), a decrease of 1.2% compared to May 2025. 

For the month of May 2026, there were 48.5 thousand RPT aircraft trips, a decrease of 

3.8% on May 2025. 

For the year ending May 2026, there were 60.76 million RPT passengers, an increase of 

2.4% on the year ending May 2025. 

RPT revenue passenger kilometres (RPKs) performed were 5.70 billion for the month, 

compared with 5.76 billion in May 2025 (down 1.1%). 

Capacity, measured by available seat kilometres (ASKs), decreased to 7.00 billion in  

May 2026 compared to 7.14 billion in May 2025 (down 1.9%). 

The industry wide load factor (RPKs/ASKs) increased from 80.7% in May 2025 to 81.4% 

in May 2026. The highest load factor (93.0%) was recorded on the  

Gold Coast – Melbourne route while the lowest load factor (56.1%) was recorded on the 

Geraldton – Perth and Adelaide – Port Lincoln routes.  

For the month of May 2026, Melbourne – Sydney was Australia’s busiest RPT route with 

650.2 thousand passengers, followed by Brisbane – Sydney with 360.2 thousand 

passengers and Brisbane – Melbourne with 284.7 thousand passengers. 

Sydney was Australia’s busiest domestic airport with 2.01 million passenger movements 

in May 2026, followed by Melbourne with 1.89 million passenger movements and 

Brisbane with 1.43 million passenger movements.  

Total cargo movements at Australian airports on domestic RPT flights were  

25.9 thousand tonnes in May 2026, a decrease of 6.2% compared with May 2025.  

In May 2026, there were 2.04 million domestic passenger movements through regional 

airports, a decrease of 1.3% from May 2025. Out of the top 50 regional airports, the 

largest decrease was recorded at Paraburdoo Airport (down 21.5% on May 2025), while 

the strongest increase was recorded at Kalgoorlie Airport (up 14.7% on May 2025). 

Fixed-wing charter operators carried 377.0 thousand passengers in May 2026,  

an increase of 2.4% compared with May 2025. There were 6.3 thousand charter aircraft 

trips in May 2026, an increase of 1.1% compared with May 2025. Perth Airport 

accounted for 35.6% of all charter passengers in Australia. 
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Table 3: (continued) Available seats (000s) — monthly activity

City-Pair Apr 2025 Apr 2026 % Change

51 Port Macquarie - Sydney  18.1  19.9 9.6

52 Albury - Sydney  16.4  19.0 16.0

53 Darwin - Perth  20.3  18.8 -7.7

54 Brisbane - Launceston  12.9  14.7 13.7

55 Melbourne - Mildura  17.2  19.4 12.6

56 Devonport - Melbourne  17.8  16.7 -6.2

57 Brisbane - Mount Isa  20.7  21.2 2.6

58 Brisbane - Bundaberg  16.5  18.3 11.2

59 Ayers Rock - Melbourne  10.1  12.4 23.0

60 Geraldton - Perth  17.4  19.1 9.7

61 Adelaide - Alice Springs  12.9  10.5 -18.5

62 Brisbane - Moranbah  15.1  16.2 7.5

Total domestic network 6 320.1 6 430.1 1.7
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TOP TEN AIRPORTS – PASSENGER MOVEMENTS 
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TOP FIVE AIRPORTS – CARGO MOVEMENTS  
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TOP TEN ROUTES  
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TOP FIFTY REGIONAL AIRPORTS 

 



  Top fifty regional airports 
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DEFINITIONS 

Aircraft Trips The number of flight stages. A return flight counts as 

two aircraft trips. 

Airport Movements Airport movements (passenger and cargo) are 

measured once on arrival and once on departure. 

Each domestic trip generates two movements at 

airports. For example, a trip from Melbourne to Sydney 

will be counted twice, as a departure at Melbourne and 

as a arrival at Sydney. At the national level, the sum of 

all domestic airport traffic will therefore be equal to 

twice the number of trips undertaken. 

Available Seat Kilometres 

(ASKs) 

Calculated by multiplying the number of seats available 

on each flight stage, by the distance in kilometres 

between the ports. The distances used are Great 

Circle Distances. 

City-Pair The ports shown make up the city-pair route. 

Passenger movements shown for a city pair reflect 

total traffic in both directions. 

Flight Stage The operation of an aircraft from take-off to landing. 

Load Factor The total revenue passenger kilometres performed as 

a percentage of the total available seat kilometres. 

Passengers Carried Revenue passengers carried. 

Regular Public Transport 

Services (RPT) 

All air service operations in which aircraft are available 

for the transport of members of the public and are 

conducted in accordance with fixed schedules. It does 

not include charter or other non-scheduled operations. 

Revenue Passengers All passengers paying any fare. Frequent flyer 

redemption travellers are regarded as revenue 

passengers. 

Revenue Passenger 

Kilometres (RPKs) 

Calculated by multiplying the number of revenue 

passengers travelling on each flight stage, by the 

distance in kilometres between the ports. The 

distances used are Great Circle Distances. 

Traffic on board by stages 

(TOB) 

The total of all traffic (revenue passengers) on each 

flight stage between two directly connected airports. 

.. Not available for confidentiality or other reasons. 

NA Not applicable. 

 


