
• Ownership and control of the road system lies with the states and territories. However, road expenditure in Australia

is financed by all three levels of government. At present, the Commonwealth Government’s direct road funding respon-

sibilities are the construction and maintenance of the 18,700 km National Highway System, contribution to the

construction of Roads of National Importance (RONIs) and the Federal Road Safety Black Spot Program. The

Commonwealth Government also supplements State and Territory expenditure on arterial and local roads through

untied grants identified for expenditure on roads.

• The total amount of road-related expenditure by the Commonwealth, State, Territory and Local governments in 1997–98

was $7.0 billion.

• Revenue collected by the Commonwealth, State and Territory governments from a selection of motor vehicle taxes

and charges in 1997–98 was $13.7 billion.

• The presentation, in this Information Sheet, of government road-related expenditures together with motor vehicle

revenues does not imply that there is, or should be, any direct linkage between the two. On the contrary, revenue

collected by governments from most taxes and charges on motor vehicles is paid into consolidated revenue accounts,

along with income from other sources.

• Between 1995–96 and 1997–98, the BTE index of the prices for inputs to road construction and maintenance increased

by 1.8 per cent, while road-related expenditure increased by 19.4 per cent. Much of the increase in government

expenditure during this period was therefore 'real' rather than inflation-related. 

( $ m i l l i o n )

G o v e r n m e n t 1 9 8 8 - 8 9 1 9 8 9 - 9 0 1 9 9 0 - 9 1 1 9 9 1 - 9 2 1 9 9 2 - 9 3 1 9 9 3 - 9 4 1 9 9 4 - 9 5 1 9 9 5 - 9 6 1 9 9 6 - 9 7 1 9 9 7 - 9 8 1 9 9 8 - 99 a

C o m m o n w e a l t hb 1 2 3 2 . 3 1 3 5 8 . 0 1 5 9 5 . 9 1 7 2 0 . 4 2 1 7 7 . 0 1 5 5 2 . 2 1 5 3 5 . 5 1 6 0 1 . 7 1 6 2 2 . 8 1 6 3 5 . 8 1 7 1 1 . 7

S t a t ec 1 6 0 2 . 7 1 9 0 7 . 8 2 2 2 3 . 8 2 0 4 6 . 5 1 8 7 7 . 8 2 2 0 7 . 1 2 2 6 4 . 3 2 6 1 6 . 5 2 9 0 4 . 9 3 3 7 8 . 5 n a

L o c a lc 1 4 3 1 . 4 1 6 3 5 . 1 1 5 5 6 . 2 1 5 7 0 . 4 1 7 0 5 . 6 1 6 3 6 . 5 1 5 0 3 . 1 1 6 5 4 . 3 1 8 4 5 . 0 1 9 9 9 . 7 n a

To t a l 4 2 6 6 . 5 4 9 0 0 . 9 5 3 7 5 . 9 5 3 3 7 . 3 5 7 6 0 . 4 5 3 9 5 . 8 5 3 0 2 . 9 5 8 7 2 . 5 6 3 7 2 . 7 7 0 1 4 . 0 n a

N o t e Differences in State and Local figures between this table and the corresponding table in the previous Information Sheet (BTCE Information Sheet 11, March

1998) reflect further improvement in the treatment of data at the State government level by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), as well as the

introduction of accrual accounting which has resulted in driver licence fees being offset against road expenditure.

n a not ava i l a b l e

a . Commonwealth Budget estimates.

b . Figures provided by the Department of Transport and Regional Services (DoTRS).

c . Figures provided by ABS.

S o u r c e s ABS (1998a); BTCE (1998); DoTRS(1999).
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1 9 8 8 - 8 9 1 9 8 9 - 9 0 1 9 9 0 - 9 1 1 9 9 1 - 9 2 1 9 9 2 - 9 3 1 9 9 3 - 9 4 1 9 9 4 - 9 5 1 9 9 5 - 9 6 1 9 9 6 - 9 7 1 9 9 7 - 9 8

I n d e x 8 6 . 1 8 9 . 5 9 6 . 2 9 7 . 0 9 8 . 8 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 2 . 3 1 0 2 . 9 1 0 4 . 2 1 0 4 . 7

N o t e The figures before and after 1993–94 are not strictly comparable due to differences in computational procedures. The 1997–98 figure is

preliminary, subject to a possible revision of some of the component indexes.

S o u r c e s ABS (1999a); ABS (1999b); ACCC (1999); BTCE (1997); Shell Australia (1999). 

BTE ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND

MAINTENANCE PRICE INDEX

R O A D - R E L A TED EXPENDITURE BY THE STATES AND TERRITORIES

New South Wales, Queensland and Victoria account

for most of the road-related expenditure in Australia.

Including Commonwealth grant money, they spent

$2.4 billion, $1.8 billion and $1.2 billion respectively

in 1997–98.

Proportions of total State and Territory expenditure on

roads 1997–98
Percentages do not add to 100 due to rounding

($ million)

It e m 1 9 8 7 - 8 8 1 9 8 8 - 8 9 1 9 8 9 - 9 0 1 9 9 0 - 9 1 1 9 9 1 - 9 2 1 9 9 2 - 9 3 1 9 9 3 - 9 4 1 9 9 4 - 9 5 1 9 9 5 - 9 6 1 9 9 6 - 9 7 1 9 9 7 - 9 8 1 9 9 8 - 99 a 1 9 9 9 - 00 a

ROAD PROGRAM DISTRIBUTION

G r a n t s

Australian Bicentennial 

Road Developmentb 4 3 1 . 0 2 4 8 . 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Australian Land Transport Program 7 6 3 . 3 4 2 5 . 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Australian Land Transport Developmentc . . 5 1 8 . 6 1 3 3 5 . 1 1 3 8 1 . 4 1 0 9 2 . 3 1 4 5 1 . 2 1 0 1 4 . 8 8 1 6 . 1 8 3 1 . 3 8 0 1 . 2 8 1 4 . 9 8 7 4 . 1 7 6 6 . 9

Urban Public Tr a n s p o r t 4 9 . 2 2 4 . 7 . . 4 2 . 2 8 6 . 2 9 3 . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Federal Interstate Registration Scheme (FIRS) 4 . 2 1 0 . 8 1 7 . 1 1 4 . 5 1 5 . 9 1 7 . 0 2 0 . 3 2 3 . 6 2 9 . 3 2 0 . 1 1 7 . 8 2 0 . 3 1 5 . 3

Provincial Cities and Rural Highways (PCRH) 8 7 . 6 9 4 . 5 8 3 . 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Black Spots Program . . . . . . 5 0 . 0 6 0 . 0 1 6 0 . 1 . . . . . . 3 6 . 0 3 5 . 6 3 7 . 4 3 7 . 8

R e s e a r c h 4 . 1 4 . 3 5 . 8 9 . 2 9 . 8 9 . 3 8 . 8 9 . 1 6 . 8 8 . 3 6 . 0 5 . 5 4 . 4

O t h e rd . . . . . . 1 1 . 0 3 6 1 . 7 3 6 2 . 6 5 0 8 . 3 6 8 6 . 8 7 3 4 . 2 7 5 7 . 3 7 6 1 . 4 7 7 4 . 4 7 9 7 . 1

T O TA L 1 2 5 1 . 9 1 2 3 2 . 3 1 3 5 8 . 0 1 5 9 5 . 9 1 7 2 0 . 4 2 1 7 6 . 9 1 5 5 2 . 2 1 5 3 5 . 5 1 6 0 1 . 7 1 6 2 2 . 8 1 6 3 5 . 8 1 7 1 1 . 7 1 6 2 1 . 5

ROAD CATEGORY DISTRIBUTION

National roads 5 4 9 . 2 4 8 6 . 6 5 2 3 . 2 5 5 4 . 2 6 5 6 . 9 8 6 8 . 2 7 8 6 . 2 8 1 6 . 1 8 3 1 . 3 8 0 1 . 2 8 1 4 . 9 8 7 3 . 7 7 6 6 . 9

Arterial roads e 3 9 1 . 9 4 3 3 . 4 5 0 8 . 8 5 0 3 . 4 4 3 5 . 5 5 8 3 . 1 4 0 3 . 6 3 5 0 . 0 3 7 1 . 0 3 8 3 . 4 3 9 1 . 0 3 9 7 . 1 4 0 8 . 8

Local roads f 2 5 3 . 2 2 7 2 . 6 3 0 3 . 1 3 2 3 . 8 3 5 2 . 7 3 6 2 . 6 3 3 3 . 3 3 3 6 . 8 3 5 8 . 0 3 7 3 . 9 3 7 0 . 4 3 7 7 . 7 3 8 8 . 3

Unallocated g 5 7 . 6 3 9 . 7 2 2 . 9 2 1 4 . 5 2 7 5 . 3 3 6 3 . 0 2 9 . 1 3 2 . 6 4 1 . 4 6 4 . 4 5 9 . 4 6 3 . 2 5 7 . 5

T O TA L 1 2 5 1 . 9 1 2 3 2 . 3 1 3 5 8 . 0 1 5 9 5 . 9 1 7 2 0 . 4 2 1 7 6 . 9 1 5 5 2 . 2 1 5 3 5 . 5 1 6 0 1 . 7 1 6 2 2 . 8 1 6 3 5 . 8 1 7 1 1 . 7 1621.5  

. . Not applicable 

a . Estimates. Figures were sourced from 1999-2000 Commonwealth Budget papers and DoTRS records.  Note that $55m has been brought forward from 1999–2000 to 1998–99.

b . Includes expenditure on urban public transport.

c . PCRH and Black Spots Programs funded through the ALTD Program (levels excluded from ALTD total).

d . Includes Commonwealth funding for urban public transport in 1990–91, 1991–92 and 1992–93. Also includes 'identified road grants' and 'identified local road grants ' paid to the States and Local

government respectively for roads.

e . From 1 January 1994, Commonwealth funding has been provided to the states as identified funding for arterial roads.

f . From and including 1991–92, Commonwealth funding has been provided to Local governments as identified funding for local roads.

g . Includes FIRS expenditure, sundry expenditure such as road safety, and expenditure for programs such as Black Spot, Provincial Cities and Rural Highways, and public transport.

N o t e Figures may not add to totals due to rounding.

S o u r c e s DoTRS (1999); Commonwealth of Australia (1999).

C O M M O N W E A L TH ROAD EXPENDITURE

BY PROGRAM AND ROAD CA T E G O R Y

1987–88 TO 1999–00

Australian Land Transport Grants, amounting to $814.9 million in 1997–98,
are the largest single source of road funds provided by the Commonwealth
to the states and territories.
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R O A D - R E L A TED EXPENDITURE BY THE STATES AND TERRITORIES

The Commonwealth and State and Te r r i t o r y

governments levy taxes and charges on motor

vehicle users in Australia. The total amount raised

in 1997–98 was $13.7 billion, of which $8.5 billion

(62 per cent) was from Commonwealth petroleum

products excise duty. In 1997–98, State and

Territory governments raised $2.3 billion (17 per

cent) from vehicle registration fees, their largest

source of motor vehicle revenue. Stamp duty

collected on vehicle registration fees raised $1.3

billion, and fuel franchise fees also raised $1.3

billion. 

Following the High Court judgement in Ha and Lim v New South Wa l e s and Walter Hammond and Associates Pty Ltd v New

South Wa l e s delivered on 5 August 1997, the Commonwealth has, since 7 August 1997, collected 8.1 cents per litre in

additional excise on petrol and diesel. The additional excise is collected on behalf of the States and Territories and is returned

to them. 

Selected motor vehicle taxes and charges 1997–98

Prepared by Tony Carmody, July 1999

Senior Research Officer

Bureau of Transport Economics, GPO Box 501, Canberra ACT 2601

h t t p : / / w w w. d o t r s . g o v. a u / p r o g r a m s / b t e / b t e h o m e . h t m

The BTE seeks to publish its work to the highest professional standards. However, it cannot accept responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of

information herein. Readers should rely on their skill and judgement in applying any information or analysis to particular instances or circumstances.

© Commonwealth of Australia 1999. ISSN 1440-9593

($ million)

G o v e r n m e n t 1 9 8 8 - 8 9 1 9 8 9 - 9 0 1 9 9 0 - 9 1 1 9 9 1 - 9 2 1 9 9 2 - 9 3 1 9 9 3 - 9 4 1 9 9 4 - 9 5 1 9 9 5 - 9 6 1 9 9 6 - 9 7 1 9 9 7 - 9 8

N S W 1 4 7 5 . 5 1 7 6 8 . 8 2 2 3 8 . 4 2 2 1 9 . 8 2 0 8 9 . 3 2 0 3 0 . 6 1 8 5 8 . 2 2 0 1 9 . 1 2 3 1 4 . 7 2 4 2 8 . 5

V I C 9 6 0 . 2 9 9 5 . 0 9 4 4 . 8 9 4 5 . 7 1 1 3 0 . 9 1 0 0 5 . 6 1 1 1 9 . 0 1 0 5 9 . 1 1 1 1 2 . 9 1 1 7 9 . 6

Q L D 8 5 1 . 4 9 9 5 . 3 1 0 5 4 . 3 1 0 4 1 . 6 1 2 0 9 . 3 1 1 4 7 . 9 1 1 8 9 . 3 1 3 9 4 . 8 1 6 3 2 . 6 1 8 2 4 . 8

S A 2 9 4 . 2 3 2 6 . 5 3 4 0 . 7 3 2 2 . 9 3 7 4 . 8 3 5 9 . 9 3 4 6 . 9 3 9 5 . 4 3 9 1 . 1 5 0 6 . 1

WA 4 0 0 . 7 4 3 8 . 4 4 4 5 . 0 4 8 0 . 6 5 8 0 . 6 4 9 8 . 5 5 0 4 . 3 6 8 8 . 9 5 9 7 . 5 7 4 1 . 8

TA S 1 5 4 . 4 1 6 4 . 4 1 4 7 . 6 1 4 2 . 3 1 7 0 . 2 1 5 6 . 7 1 5 7 . 2 1 7 3 . 3 1 8 1 . 2 1 7 8 . 7

N T 1 3 0 . 1 1 0 3 . 4 1 0 7 . 2 8 4 . 8 1 1 9 . 6 1 2 9 . 5 9 2 . 8 1 0 7 . 7 1 1 1 . 5 1 1 9 . 6

A C T . . 1 0 9 . 2 9 7 . 9 9 9 . 6 8 5 . 8 6 7 . 1 3 5 . 2 3 4 . 2 3 1 . 2 3 4 . 9

T O TA L 4 2 6 6 . 5 4 9 0 0 . 9 5 3 7 5 . 9 5 3 3 7 . 3 5 7 6 0 . 4 5 3 9 5 . 8 5 3 0 2 . 9 5 8 7 2 . 5 6 3 7 2 . 7 7 0 1 4 . 0

N o t e Figures may not add to totals due to rounding.

S o u r c e s ABS (1998a); BTCE (1998a); DoTRS (1999).

T O T AL ROAD-RELATED EXPENDITURE

BY STA T E / T E R R I T O R Y

1988–89 TO 1997–98

MOTOR VEHICLE REVENUE
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($ million)

I t e m 1 9 8 8 - 8 9 1 9 8 9 - 9 0 1 9 9 0 - 9 1 1 9 9 1 - 9 2 1 9 9 2 - 9 3 1 9 9 3 - 9 4 1 9 9 4 - 9 5 1 9 9 5 - 9 6 1 9 9 6 - 9 7 1 9 9 7 - 9 8 1 9 9 8 - 9 9a

Commonwealth Government

Petroleum products exciseb 4 3 4 6 . 4 4 7 3 3 . 8 5 2 2 1 . 6 5 6 4 9 . 5 5 6 8 5 . 7 6 7 0 4 . 1 7 4 4 0 . 2 8 0 5 3 . 7 8 3 2 4 . 9 8 5 3 5 . 3 8 6 6 1 . 6

ACT motor vehicle taxesc 3 8 . 3 2 1 . 0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Federal Interstate

Registration Scheme 1 0 . 8 1 7 . 1 1 4 . 5 1 5 . 9 1 7 . 0 2 0 . 3 2 3 . 6 2 9 . 3 2 0 . 1 1 7 . 8 2 0 . 3

S u b - t o t a l 4 3 9 5 . 5 4 7 7 1 . 9 5 2 3 6 . 1 5 6 6 5 . 4 5 7 0 2 . 7 6 7 2 4 . 4 7 4 6 3 . 8 8 0 8 3 . 0 8 3 4 5 . 0 8 5 5 3 . 1 8 6 8 1 . 9

State and Territory governments

Vehicle registration fees 1 2 4 2 . 0 1 3 4 2 . 0 1 4 0 2 . 0 1 6 0 6 . 0 1 7 6 5 . 0 1 9 0 1 . 0 1 9 7 0 . 0 2 0 1 8 . 0 2 1 4 6 . 0 2 2 8 5 . 0 n a

Stamp duty for

vehicle registration 6 5 0 . 7 7 2 8 . 0 6 4 1 . 0 6 2 6 . 0 7 5 0 . 0 8 7 2 . 0 9 8 7 . 0 1 0 5 2 . 0 1 1 4 8 . 0 1 2 6 0 . 0 n a

Driver licence fees 1 9 0 . 0 2 6 8 . 0 2 5 1 . 0 1 8 4 . 0 1 8 7 . 0 2 4 0 . 0 2 9 9 . 0 2 9 5 . 0 2 1 2 . 0 1 3 4 . 0 n a

Fuel franchise taxes/fees 6 8 0 . 0 1 0 1 6 . 0 1 0 6 1 . 0 1 1 2 8 . 0 1 1 7 4 . 0 1 3 4 6 . 0 1 4 2 7 . 0 1 5 3 1 . 0 1 5 7 0 . 0 1 2 5 1 . 0 n a

Road transport & 

maintenance taxes 4 7 . 0 6 3 . 0 5 6 . 0 5 5 . 0 7 9 . 0 9 2 . 0 1 0 6 . 0 1 0 1 . 0 8 6 . 0 1 1 7 . 0 n a

To l l sd 6 5 . 4 7 6 . 4 8 3 . 4 9 9 . 8 1 1 8 . 7 1 3 4 . 4 1 4 9 . 5 1 3 7 . 6 1 3 6 . 7 1 4 9 . 0 n a

S u b - t o t a l 2 8 7 5 . 1 3 4 9 3 . 4 3 4 9 4 . 4 3 6 9 8 . 8 4 0 7 3 . 7 4 5 8 5 . 4 4 9 3 8 . 5 5 1 3 4 . 6 5 2 9 8 . 7 5 1 9 6 . 0 n a

T O TAL REVENUE 7 2 7 0 . 6 8 2 6 5 . 3 8 7 3 0 . 5 9 3 6 4 . 2 9 7 7 6 . 4 1 1 3 0 9 . 8 1 2 4 0 2 . 3 1 3 2 1 7 . 6 1 3 6 4 3 . 7 1 3 7 4 9 . 1 n a

N o t e This table excludes some taxes/fees on motor vehicles such as customs duty and sales tax. 

a . E s t i m a t e .

b . Estimated excise component attributed to motor vehicles using public roads. This figure has been re-estimated since Information Sheet 11 to provide

a closer approximation to the net excise figure. It does not include the additional excise raised for the revenue replacement payments to the States

under the States Grants (General Purposes) Act 1994, which replaces the State and Territory business franchise fees on petroleum. This is reported 

in the Commonwealth Budget Papers under State and Territory governments as a fuel franchise tax/fee.

c . Prior to the ACT becoming self-governing on 11 May 1989, monies raised via motor vehicle taxes and charges were collected by the Commonwealth

g o v e r n m e n t .

d . Comprises tolls collected from the Gateway Bridge and Logan Motorway in Queensland, the Sydney Harbour Bridge and Harbour Tunnel in New South

Wales, and for the Waterfall/Bulli To l l way and Sunshine Motorway up to 1994–95, after which the latter two ceased to be tollwa y s .

S o u r c e s ABS(1998b); ABS (1999c); Commonwealth of Australia (1998); RTA, NSW (1999); SHT (1999); GB Co.(1999).

SELECTED MOTOR VEHICLE T A X E S

AND CHARGES

1988–89 TO 1998–99

A B B R E V I AT I O N S
A B S Australian Bureau of Statistics GB Co. G a t e way Bridge Company Ltd.

A C C C Australian Competition and Consumer Commission R TA Roads and Traffic Authority

B T C E Bureau of Transport and Communications Economics S H T Sydney Harbour Tu n n e l

D o T R S Department of Transport and Regional Services

R E F E R E N C E S
ABS 1998a, Government Finance Statistics (unpublished extracts, December 1998).

ABS 1998b, Taxation Revenue, Australia, 1997–98, ABS Catalogue No. 5506.0. 

ABS 1999a, Price Indexes of Materials Used in Building Other Than House Building, 6407.0, PC Ausstats on-line time series data, February 1999.

ABS 1999b, Labour Market, 6302.0, PC Ausstats on-line time series data , February 1999. 

ABS 1999c , unpublished road revenue extracts, February 1999.

ACCC 1999, pers. comm., February1999.

BTCE 1997, B T C E Road Construction and Maintenance Price Index , Information Paper 41, AGPS, Canberra.

BTCE 1998, Public Road-Related Expenditure in Australia, Information Sheet 11, March 1998, AGPS, Canberra.

Commonwealth of Australia 1998, Budget Strategy and Outlook 1998–99, Budget Paper No.1, AGPS, Canberra.

Commonwealth of Australia 1999, Economic Policy Reform and Australia’s Recent Economic Performance, Budget Paper No.3, AGPS, Canberra.

DoTRS 1999, pers. comm., February 1999.

GB Co 1999, pers. comm., February 1999.

R TA, NSW 1999, pers. comm., February 1999.

Shell Australia 1999, pers. comm., February 1999.

SHT 1999, pers. comm., February 1999.
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